IV
THE BYZANTINE CHURCH
the Byzantine Empire being by definition the Roman
Empire in its Christian form, it goes without saying that in
Byzantium the Christian Church dominates at once both
political and social life, the life of letters and of art just as
much as the definitely religious life of the Empire. Its
special problems thus become affairs of State: its interests,
its grievances, its needs, its passions, its conflicts, whether
external or internal, fill the history of the Eastern Empire
both as that history was lived and still more as it was written.
Those disagreements which in their origin belong specifically
to the Byzantine Church have left deep marks upon the
civilization of the Christian peoples of the East and have
determined in many respects even down to our own day the
relations of these peoples amongst themselves and with the
West. To quote but two examples: the misunderstanding
which after the Yugoslav unification still divided Croats and
Serbs was in the last analysis the result of the breach between
the Byzantine Church and the Church of Rome which dates
from the year 1054; the antagonism between 'Orthodox*
Georgians and Monophysite Armenians which in the gravest
crisis of their history prevented them from co-ordinating
their efforts to secure their independence—that antagonism
was ultimately but a distant consequence of a Byzantine
theological dispute of the fifth century. To-day the Byzan-
tine Church and the autocephalous communities which are
attached to it—or rather which have detached themselves
from it in the course of the centuries—appear to be the most
rigid, the most set of the Christian Churches; and it is true
that their rites and their dogmas have had for centuries past
a character of hieratic fixity. But the Byzantine Church has
been a living force, a moral force of the first order. And to do
it justice one cannot rest content to describe it merely in its
present attitude or in one only of the attitudes which it has
successively assumed. Nothing can be more superficial than
the reproach of 'Caesaropapism' with which it has at times

